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The content of this course sets out the minimum standard and requirements for visual inspections and reports on activity and presence 

of wood-destroying organisms. The standard is applicable to registered pest management o�cers and also of importance to 

prospective purchasers, �nancial institutions, property conveyancers, property owners and managers, building surveyors, building 

inspectors, architects and other parties involved in property transfers and maintenance.

The public as well as the Pest Control Industry should be made aware that this is a very specialized �eld. Too often the inspections are 

not done properly in the �rst place or not by a quali�ed PCO which can cause serious repercussions for both the buyer and operator. The 

WDO inspector must explain the severity of infestation to the client, the life cycle, expected damage and possible remedies or 

alternatives which may include complete removal of the infested timbers. In the case of a fumigation treatment the fumigation o�cer 

has the mandatory responsibility of ensuring that the fumigation is pre-planned and noti�ed. The fumigation o�cer is required to be 

physically present during application and ventilation clearance of any fumigation. The fumigation and ventilation process must be 

explained to the client. Make sure the client sign the safety precautions document. WDO inspectors shall familiarize themselves with the 

overall locality and its e�ect on the report, and inspect those parts of the property to which reasonable access is available. The 

inspections report shall include an assessment of each of the following areas as necessary for the completion of the inspection report:

- The site (including trees, stumps and timbers imbedded in the soil) within 50m of the main building and within the boundary and total 

area of property

- The exterior of the buildings: Inspection of other structures, Inspection of outbuildings and of all timbers around the outside of the

main dwelling

- The interior of the buildings

- The roof space: Inspection of all woodwork in the roof timbers, all joinery inside the house

- The sub�oor space

As a Pest Management O�cer you have great responsibility for your work, your safety, and the safety of those with whom you work with.


